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IDESIGN 

idesign, LLC is an innovative lighting and media de-
sign and delivery practice that creates compelling 
and dynamic visual environments across the United 
States. Headquartered in Miami, FL, idesign has lev-
eraged the creative potential and technical expertise 
of its team, enabling clients to achieve their design in-
tent by integrating architectural and ambient lighting, 
programmed intelligent lighting consoles, and, when 
appropriate, music driven by intelligent lighting. 

While idesign has traditionally focused on nightlife 
lighting applications, that range of creativity matched 
with lighting industry knowledge and experience has 
propelled the fi rm forward and helped them secure a 
range of lighting design projects for everything from 
hotels and hospitals to music festivals. These inte-
grated projects are made possible through a dedica-
tion to creativity, a directive that began with the fi rm’s 
founder, Michael Meacham. Having started his career 
as a DJ in the 1980’s, Meacham has decades of ex-
perience in lighting, primarily in nightlife applications, 
but his fascination with the industry didn’t begin there. 

“I was fi rst drawn to lighting when I was ten years old,” 
said Meacham. “I used to build small light shows in my 
room with mirror balls, parts from Radio Shack, and 
anything donated by my neighbor who was a mobile 
DJ.” 

During his early years, Meacham realized that the 
nightlife industry and the lighting industry were 
very intertwined; he recognized an opportunity to 
blend the two together. “It was much easier to fi nd 
work as a lighting tech, so my fi rst real job was run-
ning lights at a night club,” said Meacham. “After a 
while, I started to get my own ideas about how the 
rig should look, and I started some basic designs.” 
That dedication to free creative thinking still drives 
idesign today. 

“At idesign, we do not need to be as concerned 
with practical lighting. Instead of calculating foot 
candles for general lighting, we can truly think out-
side of the box,” said Meacham. “If we can keep our 
work interesting by pushing our creativity, we know 
that we can make it interesting to others.” 

Under Meacham’s guidance, idesign has continual-
ly delivered on that promise of creativity and quality, 
producing some of the most visually stunning and 
successful aesthetic lighting systems in the United 
States.

Opera Lounge – Washington, D.C. 

Located in the heart of Washington, D.C., Opera 
Lounge is one of the hottest nightlife venues in the 
District, in no small part due to the careful planning 
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and execution of the venue’s vision, crafted by its own-
ers. The vision for Opera Lounge was simple: create a 
cutting-edge, multi-faceted entertainment venue that 
incorporates the latest in technology and provides an 
above-industry standard in service, design, and ex-
perience. A year in the making, the full lighting experi-
ence “is unlike anything D.C. had experienced,” said 
Meacham. The system includes an array of dynamic 
features throughout the venue, most notably the “star 
ceiling.”

Leveraging the full color controllability and fl exibility 
of Traxon Technologies’ innovative LED String RGB 
product, the “star ceiling” creates the illusion of “rays” 
cascading outward from the center dance fl oor at 
Opera Lounge. Integrated with the rest of the club’s 
lighting control system, the String RGB is not confi ned 
to a rigid, pre-determined form or structure, and can 
therefore accommodate a variety of irregular surfaces, 
planes, and confi gurations.

Taking on the complex project of integrating the 
controls to all of the lighting himself, Meacham pro-
grammed the venue’s entire LED and video display 
systems using the e:cue Butler DMX control engine 
and GrandMA 2 on PC for ease of playback and un-
limited opportunities to create customized displays, 
lighting scenes, and event specifi c programming. 
Completed in October 2011, the club’s lighting sys-
tem has been a tremendous success, creating a truly 
unique experience for club-goers every night.

Shelborne Hotel – Miami, FL

The Shelborne Hotel is a South Beach classic: an 
original 1940s Art Deco gem, the hotel boasts a tropi-
cal, retro atmosphere befi tting of its beachfront loca-
tion. The Shelborne South Beach recently underwent 
a two-year, $20 million rejuvenation designed to pre-
serve its original Art Deco character, while adding a 
modern fl air. As part of this major renovation, Michael 
Meacham and idesign were consulted on how to add 
life to the front façade of the property without affecting 
the classic nature of the structure, and right away, Mi-
chael knew the fl exibility and low power consumption 
of LED technology was ideal for this project.

The Shelborne’s breathtaking, refreshed façade is 
highlighted by Traxon’s Dot XL-6 RGB fi xtures, integrat-

ed into the sleek, 
architectural rows 
running beneath 
the guest room 
windows. Thanks 
to their compact 
design, the Traxon 
fi xtures were able to 
be hidden from view 
completely to main-
tain the clean lines 
of the Art Deco aes-
thetic. During the 
day, concentrated 
light from this un-
seen source shines 
on the Shelborne’s 
façade in static, in-
candescent white.
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However, in order to give the hotel a modern touch, 
Michael used an e:cue Butler XT, a DMX512 engine, 
to manage programmed light shows and displays.  
Beginning at 8:00 p.m. every night, the Dot XL-6 
RGB fi xtures transition from the daytime soft white il-
lumination to a programmed light show. From falling 
stars to swirling spirals, e:cue’ s Butler XT manages 
the changing scenes until dawn, when its internal time 
clock changes the installation to the static white once 
again. In order to make controlling the entire system 
as seamless and easy as possible, Meacham installed 
the innovative e:cue Glass Touch T12, a simple user 
interface for the e:cue control system that can be in-
dividually confi gured to trigger any lighting scene or 
pre-programmed display.

With the system’s built-in capability to continually re-
fresh and customize the lighting scenarios, the pos-
sibility of dynamic effects is endless. From the ability 
to have a constant soft white glow, to visually match-
ing the energy of South Beach on a Saturday night, 
the Traxon & e:cue-powered LED lighting and control 
solution perfectly fulfi lled the Shelborne’s desire for a 
refreshing new look without compromising the design 
integrity of the property.

Setting the Scene with LED Technology

Michael Meacham has been working with LED tech-
nology for years; its benefi ts align perfectly with ide-

sign’s goals of unlimited creativity and fl exibility, with 
the added capability of being fully controllable and 
programmable. Using LED products, idesign has de-
livered above and beyond client expectations on a 
number of projects, including the Opera Lounge and 
the Shelborne Hotel. While functional or “practical” 
lighting may not be Meacham’s focus, there is one 
trend that he sees in the industry where LED technol-
ogy is the clear answer.

“So many of our new customers want the sexiest light-
ing, but they’re also incredibly concerned about sus-
tainability,” said Meacham. “LED is the way to go for 
those situations.  Nothing else can deliver the incred-
ible range of effects, colors, and displays while having 
so little impact on the environment.” Using signifi cantly 
less energy and lasting several times longer than other 
lighting technologies, LED solutions can create value 
on a customer’s energy bill as well.

However, for Meacham, at the end of the day it’s still all 
about the limitless nature of the imagination.  “The best 
thing about my work is that there really are no limits on 
what can be done or created. I love having an idea 
and working through every step to take that spark and 
see it manifest from concept to design and ultimately 
to fruition.”


